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5% Aae, by-the.author ; who 
— _ 8200 2005 10 bleſs 9 0 
2025 and long Life, 
77 a 2 en, generous Education, 
th a virtuous > religious Diſpofi- 

, with all accompliſhed Endow- 
nts, both natural and moral, which 

yy render him the oy and Support of 
Family, an Honour and Ornament 

bis Country, @ fingular Example of 
udence and Piety in his Conduct, and 
happy Inſtrument of doing much 
1 in his Generation, and becoming 


Az ' ſer- 


av 


„ D2Dicarion 
ſerviceable both-to'Church and State, 
that eminent Station wherein GOD 4 
_ placed him. And laſtly, tis praye 
that as his Lordſhip advances in Az 
and Experience, he may happily avi 
all thoſe Rocks. and Shelves, ill Cujto | 
and bad Examples, I mean, on whid 
Jo many hopeful young Gentlemen bai 


made Shipwreck both & their Honoy 
and Efates. | 


7 HIS, my . is-the + bear 
er and Wiſh of him, who is ve 
ambitious of doing your N i 
be 168 Service be i e 0: 
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7H EN 1 we fangen, * l 
Corruption of the Age, and the 
great Reputation Which Vice 
ath wot. in a Nation profeſſing a Reli- 
ion that moſt ſtrictly forbids and ſe vere- 
y threatens it, under the higheſt and 
resteſt Penalties that, can- an kene be 

onceived; we cannot but d amaz- 

d. thereat, and be ready to caſt about 

n our Thoughts What "hould: be the 

Dccalion of; ſo foul” an . as 

A 3 that 
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<bar-which-che-Ghriſtinn World Noth: 
preſent lie under. | 


And here, we need not go far to ſe: 
for a Reaſon of it, if we conſider he 
little his (Religion is believed by mat 
that make an outward Profeſſion of 1 
and wear the Livery of CazisT's Di 
_ ciples; yet in Truth are no better th; 
_ downright Pagans and Infidels, under 
_ Chriſtian Name; and who do it mo 
Miſchief upon that Account, than a 
its moſt open and avowed Adverſari 
among | the Heathen, 75 


— chin i it not t enough to di 
believe Chriſtianity, and call in Que 
tion the Truth thereof, unleſs they like 
wiſe decry and run it down, expoſint 
46 Credit by their profane J eſts and atht 
iſtical Scoffs, which have more in then 
af Rudeneſa and ill Manners, than 0 
Wit or good. Breeding, Neither a 
| they content to keep their Opinions t 
themſelves, but, ike malicious Peopi 
| infected with the Plague, they make 
their Buſineſs to ſcatter the Venom an 
Cantagion thereof wherever they come 
aa 1 all: 1 they convert 

Witt 
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444 


ith. And no wonder then, if the 

ives and Practices of ſuch Perſons be 

looſe as their Principles, and they 

ecome alike Io od nee 

bib. 5 
. 


Tuns is na. -Diltdquper/ which hach 
ore or leſs infected all Sorts and D& 
tees of Men amongſt us, eſpecially 
oung Gentlemen, and Perſons, of the 
Fhiefeſt Quality; who, as ſoon as they 
re got looſe from Government, and 
eep abroad into the World, are pre- 
ently caught up by the Libertines of the 
ge, the great Corrupters of Faith and 
anners, who ftand ready to ſeize and 
ake a Prey of them; or elſe they find 
hem out of their own accord, to make 
n unfortunate Acquaintance withal. and 
Iſt themſelves into their Club and So- 


n eety; where they are no ſoonet entered, 
„Hut they become loſt in a manner to all 
hat is g {ap ng roi And virtuous; and 
oplÞ'< in the High. way to Ruin ind De- 


ruction. For when bnce: they afe en- 
gaged among this Sort of Men, and 
ave. been tainted by: them'z. "it- is a 
iracle if ever they eſcape their Hands, 


dr rec ver themſelves out of the _— 
an 
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2 4 Caurto againft m company. 
and Tempations which they have li 


for them; it is very rare that we he; 

of any that do ſo. 22 af 

bn ni 

8 ee I ind it a very cha hl 
ö table Office, as well as incumbent DurW 
. to warn all People, young ones eſpec F 
| ally, of the Company of ſuch Perſon 
$ and lay open the Danger and Infectiafſ®* 
of ſuch Men's Principles and Practice 8 


to the End they may avoid them be 
times, and not be drawn away by the 
All Counſels, or pernicious Example 
E which are the two main Things that co 
rupt the Minds and Manners of Mer 
and pejudice them againſt all that 


good and virtuous. To which 2 5 
1 wall take notice, % „ 


1, Finn, of the geners] Wickednefsd 
the World, and the Multitudes of bat 
"Examples that are. taeiein..” = 

[6 ©5-3600604 8 A. 107 GJ IFC. 3. 4 
TA SnconDLY,' 1 to arm and 

0 eke, youlagainſt the Danger and In- 

fection thereof, whenever you ſhall 

, have Occaſion to come among them, 

8 cannot nee reid "theth 

abo. E 5 0 
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e Ja 


he E Finsr, 1 ſhall rake tics, of the 


general Wickedneſs that is in the World, 
nd the Multitudes of bad Examples 


char hich do every where abound. , 

het Tuis no Man that knows au 1 
oni the World can be ignorant of; nei- 
dia er is it any new Remark or Obſerya- 
-:colffion ; for the Depravity and Corruption 
| bf human Nature hath been the gene- 
Mal Complaint of almoſt all Ages. The 
ple iſe Men among the Heathens wete 


ery ſenſible thereof, and variouſly diſ- 
_ the Cauſes of it. The Apdftle, 
ikewiſe, took Notice of i it in his Days, 
hen he ſaid, The whole World lies 
n Wickedneſs, 1 John v. 19. And if 
t did ſo then? we have as much Reaſon 
or the like Complaint now, © on whom 
he Ends of the World are come ;” 
hich are. therefore called ce perilous. 
imes,” becauſe. iniquity ſhall then a- 
bound, according to our Saviour's Pre- 
liction, Matt. TS: M4 
Fox thoſe Vices and Tmmoralities 
which heretofore fled into the dark, 
and withdrew themſelves into the moſt 
8 obſcure 
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obſcure and retired Privacies, as 
ſhamed of the Light, and unwilling ft 1 
be expoſed, have made bare their F ru] 
diſeovered an impudent Forehead, ano 
walk daily in public without Pifguiſſihbut 
Many Chriſtians live fo open and uncoii 

cerned in ſome of the fouleſt Sins, anf 

greſſeſt Enormities, as if Iniquity w 
eſtabliſned by a Law, and God lad gir 
them not only Permiſſion, but à Co 
mand to vie with the Brutes in Senſu 
ty, and to become as wicked and finft 
as Sin itſelf can make them. 


.-  Tnrs Age affords. abundance © 
Perſons metamorphoſed into Beaſt 
without a Fable, who have caſt off al 
that is modeſt and man- like, and aſpit 
after ſuch high Degrees and Meaſures 0 
Guilt, as, one would think, the Reaſo 
of Man, but eſpecially the Profeſſion 0 
Chriſtians, were not capable of. Na- 
ture, now. a- days, is debauched by Art; 
and Men have learnt to improve them. 
ſelves into a more refined and artificial 
Sort of Guilt, than former Ages, and 
more innocent Times, have been ac- 
quainted wittn ... 
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* cial, © pad zn chte World, Sat 
ruly,derious ang, conſcientious - Perſons, 
Arn they 'ſtand alone, would make 
ut. a foal and.indifferent Figure, while 
ice and. Wickednels, Lewdneſs and 
Jebatichery, do every;; whers | ſwamp 
vith their vaſt Numbers and increafing 


nenen Racrg ow 019 WIE wool 
1 03 - £ 1 58 
To trace the- Sons of. Befial thro 
ut fell eber Tornings and: W indings, 
rooked and oblique: Paths, would be 
nendieſs Thing, ang! ſcarqe practitable, 
onſidęring not only: the Vaſtneſs of 
heir Gujlt; byt the great Variety and 
Oatradictien 2 mg} Some 
Men ate inxidiopſly wicked, mare, ſo 
out of Spite and Oppoſttion to Vine, 
than, out of any Grat Love they c hear 
to Vice they are afraid of heing thaught 
too god argidſt his: ener); Apoſtaſy 
Wt Pactnbenat then ge and for that 
Reaſon take. a Pride dn bejgg ithaught 
cia worſe-than they are. Buſby this Means, 
nl being. Hypoerites in. Vice, they make 
ac themſelves much: greater, Criminal in 
Religion likewiſe. | „Others 4gainy abc 
ſuch profeſſed Patrons of impiety, that 
In A 6 they 
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they en Jeavour whar hey to ſpre 
and promote it in the World, and gin 
ir all the Affhnde fand! Enc6vfagemen 


- they" are able; as if they intended t 
make Vice 4s laſting and durable a às hy 


man Nature, by a ting Thſtanca 
of Gvilt and Folly to all ene Aga 
und Generations. D 


a Ir; ii 50. . Hoh": 16915 7 


Now how can we Wee cher, Viptu 
and . ſhall be able to thrin 
andi proſ hen ar meets every Where 
Mitli ſuc | Mulcitades of Enemies -anl 
'Opp6ſers rs ; and finds fo very few Friend 

e e wt ive it Countenance! 
1 To bone der wat Intereſt and 'Repurz- 
tion Vice hath got in the World, an 
_ what Centempe and Reproath a "fixed 

and steady, Virtue is puffhed withal on 
All Hinds, und among all Parties, when 
N mäkes "agaikſt heir Intereſt, would 
Almoſt tempt a ſbrious Man to renounce 
the World anch retire inte Shades and 
Solitude; herethefe is leſs of Company, 
Bat more of Innocencel And, indeed, 
Aer Caorifideration, among orhers, 
the firſt C Oocaſion n Anchorite $ 
rec uſe Sort of Bife many pious and 
ane r 2 into r 
186 15 7 1-:: an 
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Prea nd Wilderneſſes, on Pur poſe to fly the 
ginWemptirions of greater Tong and po- 
men dulous Cſties: They chofe rather to con- 


erſe with Beaſts of Gob's on imine- 
liate making, than with ſuch as made 
hemlelves' ſo; they being the more 
trous and dangerous of the two. y 
17 2725 "El 03: "34 41 S488 4 | ] 
Bur there is no Neceſſity fo?! any Fi 
l this; for ſhould” al- good Men fol- 
dv this Example, the World would be 
eſt to itſeſſę to foam àtid 7 71157 in its own 
Fiekedneſs without any Hopes of be- 
ming better. Nieren wer; a Savjolir 
ab given us nd Command or Encou: . 
agement for- ahy Thing of this Nature: 
of though in his Time the Wofld wis 
dver-run' "with'all _—_— of Wicked 
eſs) both Fewr/h and Pagan, yet He 
lid not turn Hermit, or retire abſblutely 
from the Society and Conyerſation of 
Mer, Matt. xi. 18, 19. for that wor en 
have ovethfbwü the Sreat End off 
coming into the World, Which was 10 
ech better and reform it; as well by his Kx- 
rs, Nample as Doctrine; and therefore he 
e's converſed freely and publicly“ With alt 
nd WF Sorts, like a Phyſician among his Pati- 
ts Nerd relulig ae his Company, who 
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came 1 2 Delire & learn or ; Upor 
whom he 


| Cure. 0 


5 19 prom 58 Nen in =. World, and 
to ſtem, 15 
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| h. the ing Viofence 
b x Stream, 6 . 92 eite. — Dien 2 5 


| e I promiſed you, in this Caſe, 
bee me Leave to acquaint you, in the 


not to betake ourſelves to Deſerts an 


| edneſs wh 


bad May it. g bun vs 


we muſt cönſider, that there is a great 


wi „ 3 & > - 
ompany. 
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e thought he ache make 


te. afcingd I 23 2 17 


. 1 Landl of OE 
atter of our imitation; 


STXBE $3131, 
-, Anv herein 
ought to be 


litude, where we ſhall meet with 

my few. Ned of doing Good 
but de OP dane endeavour (Nn 
of the Cle 0 Ne ecially). by ouffhe 
19 700 D pious Examples 


ſets with ſtrong and im. 

petuous a We and is in Dan 7 to 

8 away. weak and u a Coops 
-farce | A 


fe that Tide of Wick. 
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Bron. Leger to the 3 — 


— place, in what Senſe we may, 
nd may not, enga E.in.he e ne 0 


* 101 1 © 81311 6 ; 


1 don the! better d of 05 | 
3 | deal 
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AEaution againf Tt Company: 15 
eal of Difference between being in the 
8 oy of bad Men, and the keeping 
Company: The former we 

0 never wholl avoid by all our Care 
nd Induſtry ; for then, as the Apoſtle 
ith, © we muſt needs go our of the 
World,“ 1 Cor. v. 10. for as long as the 
World ſtands, there will be bad Men of 
It Sorts; and while we live together 
the world, we cannot always avoid 
hem, be we never ſo careful or deſi- 


ous of it: For, 


c Pip; Ir ie | {impoſſible but hl 
r ſome Time or other we ſhall fall into 
heir Company unawares, and again 
dur Wills, when we deſign nothing of 
it: For where there are good and ba 
Men mingled together, it is not to be 


”- 


nd imagined, but-that we ſhall ſometimes 
aſe, icht upon the Bad as well as the Good; 
the Nnay, the former is the more likely ok 
ay; he two, becauſe the ,Wicked, in all 
of Ages, have exceeded the Good; and 


oh 50 the Advantage of en on their 
5 DI & „ : | : 


by 


£ 2 5 Secondly, 
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. 3 N On" very. Callings | ab 
. in the World, do man 
times caſt us among all Sorts of Men 


and oblige us to hold a Civil and decent g 
Converſation with them; and this can, 
not be avoided as long as Men keep uf 
Trade andꝰ Commerce in the World 5 
which engageth them in oreat Varien * 
of Buſineſs and Company. 112 
et 


3. Thirdly, IT is poſſible. we my p 
have Friends and Relations of our own ſh, 
near Neighbours and Acquaintance, 
that may. be none of the moſt regular in 
their Morais, or ſober in their Conver-., 

ation. Now in this Caſe, it would be 
very hard to think we are obliged either he 
to a 7 Shyneſs or total Forbear- 
ance of their Company; this would 
ook ſomething unnatural, and cary . 
too great a ſhew of Moroſcneſs and Il 
Nature along with 1 A 


| 4 Fourth y, * good Man may re- 
ceive many Kindueiſes and good Offices 
from bad Men; and in that Caſe too, 
Gratitude and Civility do oblige him to 

0 repay ene Kindneſs with another; to 
acknow- 
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knowledge every Man's Civility, and 
pay it when Opportunity ſerves. Now 
1s cannot be done, without ſome Sort 
5 between them in =y 
Forms 


" e 


5. N b, We may ſometimes 80 
to the Company of bad Men, or ad- 
it them into ours, out of a Deſign of | 
oing, if poſſihle, ſome Good upon 
em; we may converſe with them, as 
Phyſician converſes with ſick and diſ- 

aſed Perſons; or as Chriſt did with the 
cribes and Phariſees, with Publicans and 
mers; not out of any Fondneſs or De- 
ight we' take in their Company, but 
hopes of reclaiming or working upon 
hem by good Counfel and Advice, if 
peradventure God will give them Re- 
pentance to the der ee of che 
" Truth, 2 P Tin. ii. 25. 
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Gas indeed i is a bleſſed Dez ign, b 
hich every good Man, that means 
ell, is not capable of; he muſt be 3 
ell. reſolved, prudent, and ex efieniced 
hriſtian, that is fit to undertake a De- 
ign of this Nature, that carries fo 
much of Pager and Hazard along with 
Si — SES e 
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it; he ought to fortify himſelf befor 


Cure of it in others. But, however, f 
Thing in itſelf conſidered, carries 


Poſes, as ſometimes it hath heen done 


mentioned Reſpects, it is a Thing net 
to 1inipollible wholly to avoid the Com 
pany of bad Men, upon one Account I. 


ur nom, as 1 ſaid before, it is ou 
. Thing to be in the Company of bal 
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and againſt our Wills; but this latte 


| Choice, and cannot be done without our 
. 5 
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hand with the ſtrongeſt Antidotes, | 
fear he ſhould catch the Infection hin 
ſelf, while he charitably attempts t 


reat deal of Goodneſs and Piety in i 


5 


. 


and if undertaken by, Perſons capal 
thereof may, by the Bleſſing of Goy 
and Prudence in the Management, | 
made uſe of to very good Ends and Pu 


3 K 
AO % hgh #7 1 ws E 
So that in ſome or all of the fo 


* 


en, or wicked Perſons, and anothe 
Thing to keep them Company as ou 


intimate and familiar Acquaintance, 0 


+ 


ſtrike up a League and Friendſhip with 


muſt be Matter of Deliberation, and 


OVWIl 
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. n voluntary Conſent. It is one Thing 
deal with them by Way of Trade 
Comtnerce; to repair to them on 
je Account of Buſineſs; to viſit them 
> a Relation, or to be civil to them as 
Friend and Neighbour; but another 
hing rd take them into our Boſom, 
chooſe them for our conſtant Com- 
anions and daily Aſſoclates; which 
Man can never do without running 

mighty hazard of his Virtue and 

mocency; and fuch' as no truly wiſe 
r good Man would put to the Ven- 
. and therefore I ſhall now u proceed 


. Srebud Place, to caution you igainlt 
the Company and Converſation 5 
bad Mer, and fortify you agai 

the Malignity and Contagion t 1 — 
of; efpecially ſuch as are publickly 
vicious, openly ſcandalous and 
fane. Now this may be done ke 
two Ways. 


(Fir, BY coming umong them as fa. 
dom as may Vee. 


of 
1 a 


FP 


5 beforehand againſt the Danger and | 
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Secondly, By watching and reſolviniſſo 
fection, when you cannot always avoi 
their Company. 1 


"To prevent the Danger that ma 
5 ariſe from bad Men, the beſt Way! 
if we can do it handſomely, to avoi 
their Company, and come among then 
as little as may be: For Abſence, gent 
rally, is the beſt Antidote againſt Infec 
tion; and it is both ſafe and prudenf 
to withdraw from a Temptation, whe 

there. is little Hope of avoiding It an 
other Way: In ſuch a Caſe, ir 1s bette 
to make an honourable Retreat, than t 
hazard our Virtue by a weak and feebl 
Defence. Here then the Advice aff 
the wiſe Man. comes in, and is. molWfl 
proper and ſeaſonable, Prov. iv. 14 
te Enter not into the Paths of the Wick 
« ed, go not into the Way of evil Men;ye 
te avoid it, paſs not t by 1 it, turn from ia 
15 and paſs away. 3 0 


Now this Advice will not be though ( 
over ſtrict and ſevere, if you conſiderſſþ 
with me the great Miſchief and Incon-al 
veniency which commonly ariſeth fromfit 
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v. 

lvinſho great a Freedom and Familiarity 
d It ith bad Men or Women; F for, 

1V Ol 


Firſt, Tara is no 13 of any 
ood to be got among them. This is 
ue upon many Accounts, but more 
pecially with reſpect to Religion. 
hich is greatly injured and obſtructed 
xereby.- There is no greater Hindrance 
the regular Practice of Religion and 
iety, than the Converſation "of ſuch 
en as are prejudiced againſt it. It is 
arce poſſible for a Man to be good 
ng, or good to any Purpoſe, who 
gageth himſelf too frequently and fa- 
iliarly among the vain and looſer Sort 
People. For Example i is very pre- 
lent, and carries a mighty Stroke and 
uence along with it, either to excite 
d Virtue, or tempt to Vice; but Vice, 
many Reſpects, hath the Advantage 
er Virtue, in that it hath our corrupt 
tures and evil Inclinations to back 
d befriend 1 it. | = 2 
\ bs 
Couranty | is a Mould that is apt to 
ihion the Manners of thoſe that are 
aſt into it: An intimate. Converſation 
in bad Men is Ry" to ſtamp our 
Minds 
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Minds with jill Impreſſiens, and. forn 


Friendſhips and Acquaintance they con. 


ledge, Virtue. and. Goodneſs; and not 
merely to gratify a vain, light, andy. 


4 
e t 
e wen e toad 
our Natures to bad C uſtoms and viciou 
Habits, which are quickly learnt, bu 
not ſo. eaſily forget or worn out again, 


THEREFORE it concerns all, Perſons 
but young People more eſpecially, u 
be very ſhy and cautious, of their Com. 
pany ; to. have a mighty Care. wh: 


tract at their firſt ſetting out. into the 
World, and what Perſons they become 
intimate and familiar withal; becauſe 
this is a Matter of very great Importance 
as to the future Conduct of their Lives Not 
ea, many Times their, Well-doing in 
oth Worlds, doth in a gręat Meaſure de 
end upon the prudence, of their Choic 
erein in this Reſpęct. They. ſhould 
then. chooſe their, Acquaintance. by the 
Advantages they hope to receive .frc 
them in Point, of, Wiſdom; and, Knox 


frothy Humour; which yet is the chief i 
Thing in Converſation. that takes. moſt ar 
with the preſent Age, A Humour ven He 
inconſiſtent with the Gravity and. Ser d. 


 wuſnely of Chriſtian, Priaciphes, hdl 
Ws 7 able 


4 


* 


5 Cantion pn! m n 23: 


e to that pious and devour Frame of 
nd; which ariſeth from an awful 
iſe of Gon and Religion, and which 
ght to be continually on our Minds; 
is made by the wife Man the firſt 
inning or Step to Wiſdom and Know- 
ge: Prov. ix. 10. The Fear of the 

Lord is the beginningof Wiſdom, and 
he 3 of the Holy, is Under- 
anding.” -Job'xxviii. 28. © And unto 
an he ſaid, Behold, the Fear of the 
ord, that is Wiſdom, and to depart. 
rom Evil, is Underſtanding,” 


' 


HE End therefore of Converſation, 
"ot ſo much to ſport and paſs away 
Time in a vain, fooliſh, and unpro- 
ble Manner, as to redeem it for the 
roving ourſelves and others in true. 
dom and ſolid Virtue, for the erde 
wiſer and better eve Day th an 
The Company, A of, 
Men is moſt to be valued and ſought | 
, which conduceth more immedi- 
Ito this great and excellent End; 
d tho? it be true, that Mirth and 
arfulneſs are ſometimes neceſſary, 
convenient to relax and divert our 
ds, even 25 Sauce, ls to reliſh c ur, 


by 
* * 7 1 * 
5 — . —— 9 ; 5 
- — — * 


_ 


. 
. * 1 wa, wh 
FP 


A 


” 1 * 


2 5 5 115 2 | OO 473; - A 
24 4 Caution againſt Ill Company. 


| Good Company, in the Language 


often, our Health, Eſtate, and Rep 
tation to boot; ſo that not only. ſing 


ſuffer, thereby, and rue the miſerabl 


that mult be unlearnt again, and deep 


Sed, and ſet up to be ſerious? | 


| -Man, | 


\ 


Meat, and keep up our Appetite: d 
innocent Mirth is infinitely preferabi o 
to that which is light and 1 lex 
and profane; and the Pleaſure recei « 
in the Society of wiſe and good Men, it 
of all, others, the moſt ſatisfactory h 
delightful to a virtuous and well-diſpoſe er 
Mind, and is ſuch as leaves no Remoiſſ fe 
or Sting of Guilt behind it. te 
; | . Ws tc 
TrarT which is commonly calle 

| 


ood fellows, Experience tells us, 
none of the beſt: For they teach 
not to improve, but to laviſh away an 
mis-ſpend our Time, and with it, ver 


Perſons, but fometimes whole Familie 
Effects of ſuch Mens Converſation. Fo 
alas! what is there to be got or lean 


among them, but a great deal of || 


repented of, if ever we ſhould gro 


, to hear Men run down Virw 
OO. | - : "ap 


f 
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a Religion, at that Rate, as many do? 

Jo hear them talk irreverently of their 
aker, and contemptuouſly of all ſuch 
endeavour to be like Him. What 
tisfaction can it be to a ſober Perſon, 
hear Men fly out into the Javiſh Com: 


poſe endations of a ſenſual and debauched 
none, or to become the avowed Advo- 


tes of Sin and Vice? What delight is 
to have our Ears grated with formi- 
ble Oaths and Curſes upon every little 
otion of Paſſion, and ſometimes upon 
ne at all; or to behold them quarrel- 
g with thoſe who will not bear them 
ompany in all their Heights and Ex- 
fles of n ? 


Hs that can think this to be Plea. 
re, or good Company, may as well 
I Darkneſs Light, and Light Dark- 
ls, as the Prophet ſpeaks, Toa. v. 20. 
at is, give the Name of one Contrary 
another; and with ſuch Sort of good 
ompany, Hell itſelf is like to be 
ronged and crouded, and can afford 
m enough thereof, if no other can 
caſe him. 


and ineffectual: No Counſel, nor | 


Secondly, Inſtead of receiving a 
Good by ill Company, we are in Dang 
to receive a great deal of Harm, and 
ſet a great Way back in a virtuous 2 
religious Courſe of Life. For ſuppoſ 
Man ſhould reſolve never ſo ſeriouſly 
take up and amend the former Wit 
edneſs of his Life, or to live m 
ſtrictly and cautiouſly for the future; 
if he doth not refrain from ill Compa 
and take up a Reſolution againſt the 
he can never hope to be Good long, 1 
avoid thoſe Snares which will be laid 
him: Nay, let him be never fo conſt: 
to the religious Uſe of the Means, 
their ſubtle and malicious Inſin uati 
will be able to ſpoil all, enough to ſi 
ger the firmeſt Reſolutions, and ren 
all che Methods of divine Grace u 


proof; no Inſtruction, nor Advice; a 
ther Sermons nor Sacraments, will be 
ble to prevail againſt the Temptation 
bad Men, or take Effect againſt t 
Force and Influence of a corrupt 4 
vicious Example. For the Sons of | 
Hial ſtand ready to undo all that ever ii 
been done by the Motion of Gl 


put within, or the Inſtruction : | 
Wa 
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Vord without us: It is their Buſineſs 
nd Delight to corrupt and prejudice 
ne another againſt the great and weighty 
ruths of Religion; "to ſuppreſs and 
ifle all hopeful Beginnings and Diſpo- 
tions to Virtue 1n thoſe they converſe 
fithal: to laugh and jeer them out of 
e moſt ſerious Purpoſes and Reſo- 
tions; and by wrong Names and re- 


che oachful Terms, to put People, if poſ- 
„ble, out of conceit with their Duty: 
dig nd, 1 ſuppoſe, I may have the Experi- 


ce 'of ſome of my Readers, to confirm 
e Truth of what I ſay. 


LtT a Man begin to take up, and 
row ſerious, and they will preſently 
onclude he is melancholy and matoſe; 
he ſcruples a Compliance with their 
ollies and Extravagancies, he is then 
ice and preciſe; if he makes a more 
an ordinary Profeſſion of Virtue and 
odlineſs, and lives a devout, regular, 
1d well-ordered Life, then preſently 
e paſſes for a Fanatic, or ſome fuch. - 
hing. Which laſt, let me tell you by 
e Way, is a mighty Reproach and 
candal to the Church; as if they whom 
ey call by that Name were the only 


B 2 | Perſons 


Fl 
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Perſons in the World that have a $h 
or Senſe. of Religion; or that ny 
could be ſerious, but he muſt preſen 
deſert our Communion, and lift hi 
ſelf into a contrary Party: When, 6; 
be praiſed, we have in our Church 
many Helps and Encouragement 
become religious and devour, as th 
are to be found any where elſe throu 
out the Chriſtian World. And if x 
Cauſe hath been given for the fore: 
tioned Charge, it r hath been occaſion 
through the lewd and offenſive Bee 
our of this Sort of Men we have b 
ſpeaking of; who, tho' they are ple: 
to own themſelves of our Commune 
and ſhew themſelves ſometimes in 0 

ublic Aſſemblies; yet are mere ſtr 
gers to all Religion, and know not v 
Reverence and Devotion mean. 8 
Men can be no great Credit to- 
Church or Party they ſhall join the 


ſelves with, and, therefore, to 

Purpoſe ſhould we be fond of the fu 
Nay, if ſuch rotten Members were. eli 
off from the Body of the Church, 10 inc 
ſay ſhe would be no Loſer by it: H 


ligion, 1 am certain, would not; wi 
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h ſuffered ſo much already on. their 
count. | 


BUT to proceed, — The Stiffneſs 
| Regularity of a holy Life ought . 
to be confined to a particular Party, 
ch leſs charged as a Reproach upon 
. For Holineſs is the Doctrine and 
ſign of the Goſpel, the chief End 


ro 
iE Aim of our Chriſtian Profeſſion, 
rem ich belongs in common to all that own 
a0 emſelves Chriſtians; and then, why 


ehr to our Church and Communion 
e hong the reſt? Such Men, therefore, 
Way as well charge the very Profeſſion 


Religion with being fanatical. and 
eciſe, as the Practice of it; and Il am 
re no Man will adventure to do either, 
t ſuch as are Enemies to both, and 
ould gladly bring all Religion into 


Pore pt. 


An D this I fear, | is at the Dee 
ſuch Men's Deſigns; who, having no 
eligion of their own, have but little 
indneſs for it in others; and therefore, 
y calling Things by wrong Names, 
| ad giving them reproackful Terms, 
=: 44-77 i endeavour 
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A 
endeavour to prejudice them againſt a 
that is good and ſerious. ely 
it N 


WHEREFORE, in the Third Place, rN 


Thirdiy, We ought to avoid the Com. 
pany of bad Men, as the great Inſt. 
ments and Agents which the Wickel 
One makes Uſe of to ruin and defiry 
Souls, 1 


T HERE are a great many Tempien 
in the World, beſides the Devil, and 
ſuch are little leſs Enemies to the Souls 
of Men, than he is: who engage in the 
lame Cauſe, and ſet on Foot the ſame 
pernicious Deſigns againſt Gop and Re 
ligion that he doth. Were it not for 
them,” the Devil could not make ſo 
many Proſelytes; neither would he be 
capable of doing ſo much Miſchief in 
the World, as commonly he doth : But 
it is the debauched and lewder Sort d 
Men, which eſpouſe his Intereſt, and 
plead his Cauſe, and act his Part; and 
that much more effectually, than other: 
wiſe he himſelf would be able to do. 
For ſhould that evil Spirit ſhew him- 
felf 1 1n his aun Colours, or appear openly 

in 
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z Temptation, he would be more 
ely to ſcare from it, than allure to it: 
t now wicked Men are cloathed in 
r Nature, and endued with like Paſ- 
ns and Affections with ourſelves, we 
nverſe more freely and familiarly with 
em, and by this Means they are apt to 
priſe us unawares, and to get within - 
when we leait ſuſpect them. Now 

rely, if the Tempter himſelf, were he 
ble upon Earth, ought to be dreaded 
d abhorred by us as the avowed Ene- 
of Mankind, as the Envier of their 
appineſs, and Promoter of their Ruin; 
en, for the ſame Reaſon, we ought 
be no leſs afraid of his Factors and 
ſtruments that are abroad in the 
Forld, and employed by him to car ry 
his Deſigns. 


_ 


Dorn it not therefore concern us to 
poſe ourſelves againſt all Deſigns and 
 ofWtempts of this Nature, to avoid thoſe 
nd icts and Snares which are laid by the 
nd reac Adverſary of Souls, and to be 
er-Ms ſhy and. cautious of his Agents and 
40. W-miſſaries, as we would be of the 
m- N himſelf ſhould he come and 
ly B4 {ct 
in 
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ſet upon us in an open Manner, as ond 
he did upon our Bleſſed Saviour? 


THEREFORE, | when we obſerve ho 
forward ſome Men are to entice oth 
to Sin, and draw them into a Tempn 
tion, ought we not to be as earneſt 
calling them back, and forewarniy 
them of the Danger, if poſſible, to rd 
cue them out of the Snare of the De 
vil,“ and fave thoſe that are ready to pe 

tiſh? Shall bad Men make it their Bul 
neſs to endanger Souls, and bring then 
into the fame Guilr and Condemnation 
with themſelves; and ſhall we, who a 
entruſted with the Care of them, tame) 
look on, and hold our Peace, for Fcard 
diſobliging and giving Offence ? Shal 
they take ſo much Pains, and uſe ſo mary 
Arts to croud Hell, and fill up the Place 
of Torments; and ſhall we be at nor" 
at all to prevent their Deſigns, and pull 
them as © Fire-brands out of the Fire! 
Jude 23. Surely the Souls of Men are lie 
tle beholden to us, if we have not as much 
Courage and Reſolution in our Endes. 
vours to ſaye them, as wicked Men hat 
in their Attempts to ruin them; efpect 
ally conſidering they are our F oy 
an 


\ 
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nd Part of our Charge, committed tous 
by Gop, and for which we muſt be ac- 
3 another Day. Have we not 
herefore as much Reaſon to appear 
ealous in a good Cauſe, as any Man 
an have to grow bold and confident in 
bad one? And if this be not enough 
o excuſe our Zeal, and juſtify our moſt 
ervent Endeavours this Way, we will 
it down contentedly under the worſt 
ff their Reproaches, and ſet as light by 
hem, as they uſually do by our Inſtruc- 
ion and Reproof. 


Ap ſo much for the firſt General, 
namely, that jf we would avoid che 
Danger of Ill Company, we muſt come 
among them as ſeldom as may be. But, 


II. SECONDLY, Becauſe I have ſhewed 
you before, we cannot always avoid 
the Converſation of Ill Men, we muſt 
endeavour to arm and fortify ourſelves. 
againſt the Danger and Infection 
thereof, when at any Time'they may 
lie in our Way, and we ſhall have 
Occaſion, as ſometimes we may, to 


converſe with them. 
$3, - Now 


« MI $3 7 
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Now. my Advice in this Caſe ſhal 
be this; that when you find yourſelve 
engaged in any Company, which you 
have Reaſon to ſuſpect as none of the 
beſt, be cautious of two Things: 


1. Firſt, Not to take their Counsel 
or comply with their Examples, in 1 any 
Thing that is ill. 


2. Secondly, Think never the worſe of 
Religion for their ſcoffing, and making 


a Mock of it. 


1}, If you cannot wholly avoid thei 
Company, yet be ſure to ſtand upon 


your Guard, and take up a Reſolution 
Not to comply beyond the Bounds of 
Innocence and Decency. Stir not 3 


Foot beyond what is lawful and expedi- 


ent; for if once you come to quit your 
Poſt, and paſs your Bounds, you wil 


not know where to ſtop, nor when to 


give over. For Company is acknow- 


ledged to be a very tempting and be- 
witching Thing; it makes Men do 
many Things both againſt their Intereſt 


and Inclination, and which otherwiſe 


they 


I 
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ey would not have done, but out of 
ompliance to their Company, and be- 
auſe they would not be thought unſo- 
o oG-- | 


TürRE TORE abundant of Caution 
nd Prudence is neceſſary to be uſed here; 
great deal of Courage and Reſolution: 
o reſiſt a Temptation, when once you 
re engaged among them. It is an eaſy 
atter to ſwim down the Stream, or be: 
arried away with the Crowd; but: to bear 
Up againſt. the one or the other, Hic la- 
bor, hoc opus; this is the hardeſt. and 
oſt difficult taſk. of all: And yet this. 
Js abſolutely neceſſary for a Chriſtian, 
ho would keep cloſe to his Duty, and 
lead his Life agreeable to the Principles 
and Obligation of his Profeſſion. He 
vill be ſure to meet with many Temp- 
tations and Diſcouragements in the Pur- 
ſuit and Progreſs of a virtuous Life, 


W. ſeif againſt: He muſt reſolve to bear 
pe- up vnder' all. Oppoſition, with a. Mind: 
do hardened againſt Reproach, and be pre- 
ell pared, with his Saviour, to ſuffer the 
Scorn and Contradiction of Sinners, ra- 


© cher than grow weary and faint in his. 
B. 6 Mind; 


which he muſt. beforehand arm him 
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Mind]; for he that doth ſo, is very unf 
to e in this Warfare. 


So eTIMEs they will opbraid- y 
with Singularity, and object Preciſend 
in this Caſe. This, I confeſs, in lit 
and unneceſſary Things, is an Argumen 
of Folly and Affectation, but in Point d 
Virtue and Religion, it is a Token d 
deep Thought and ſerious Reflection 
Some People love to be ſingular in pa: 
ticular Modes and Faſhions, which they the 

envy to the Vulgar, and hate when the th. 
grow common; why then ſhould th ha 
be accounted a F ault in Religion, Which Ri 
they think to be none at all in Pride pe 
and Vanity? he 


Bor if the Practice of Religion be m 
ſingular, pray who are they that make be 
it ſo? Or who are to be blamed for it m 
Did all thoſe who own themſelves 
\ Chriſtians live up to what they have (0- 
lemnly bound and engaged themſelves 
by their baptiſmal Vow and Promiſe, * 
the Practice of Chriſtianity would bel © 
no longer ſingular, but as univerſal and a 
extenſive as the very Name and Pro- * 
feſſion of it: And fo it was in the pri- t 

8 mitive 


p 


2 « 


unk 


you 
ene, 


litt 
Nent 
nt al 
n 0 
tion, 


pat: 


they 
ther 
that 
ich 


rideg; 


3 
A Caution againſt 111 Company. * 


itive Times. The Sight of aprofligate 
and debauched Chriſtian was as rare and 
ingular then, as it is common and uſual 
among us now. But Virtue and Good- 
neſs muſt be charged with Singularity, 
as long as the oreateſt Part of © the 
Vorld lies in Wickedneſs, 1 John v. 19. 
And if ever Singularity he juſtifiable and 
Praiſe-worthy, it is in being ſingularly 
good and virtuous, in excelling the Gene- 
rality of Mankind, in deſpiſing the World, 
the vain Cuſtoms and lewd Examples 
thereof, and in living © blameleſs and 
harmleſs, as the Sons of God, without 
Rebuke, in the Midit of a crooked and 
perverſe Generation,” Phil. ii. 15. And 
he that in this Caſe is aſhamed or afraid 
to be thought ſingular, can never hope to 
make one of ChRIST's little Flock, 
butmuſt expect his Fate among the Com- 
mon Herd. 


PERHAPS, on the other Hand, it 
may be Juc; ied Rudeneſs and Incivility 
when in Company, not todo as they do, 
eſpecially as to the exceſſes of Meats 
and Drinks. But why ſo? If there be 
any Rudeneſs in the Caſe, it les on 
their Side, not on your's, in prefſing you 

beyond 


\ | * 
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beyond the Bounds of what is modef 
and decent, ſafe and convenient: And 
J know no Rudeneſs or Incivility com- 
parable to that, which openly affront 
Gop and his Laws 6n the one Hand, 
and which beſots and depraves human nc 
Nature on the other; the one makes us 
Beaſts, and the other Devils, in the Fi- 
gure of Men. 5 5 


Ax thus it is no hard Matter to put 
by all the Scoffs and Reproaches of bad 
Men, and make them recoil on the firſt 
Aggreſſors themſelves. 


2dly, Warn: you chance to happen 
into the Company of bad Men, never 
think the worſe of Religion, nor be put 
out of Conceit with your Duty, for any 
Thing they ſhall ſpitefully object or pro- 
fanely alledge againſt it: But in the 


1. Firſt. Place, take your Meaſures 
of Religion, not from the Opinions of 
Men, or the Example of the Multitude, 
but from the Records of holy Scripture, 
where alone it is to be found pure and 
incorrupt; free from all thoſe groſs 
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ixtures and Alloys wherewith ill Men, 
or their own private Ends, have cor- 
upted and debaſed it; where you will 
ind Religion to be quite another Thing, 
rom that which is commonly talked of 
nd practiſed in the World; that the 
zervice it requires from us, is“ a rea- 
onable Service, ſuch as becomesrational 
reatures to pay their wiſe and great 
reator; that its Commands are holy, 
uſt, and good, tending in their own 
ature to the Happineſs and Perfection 
df ours. In a word, that it is the eter- 
al Truth and Wiſdom of Gop ; that 
ever alters or changes with the © Fa- 
ions of the World, which ſoon paſs 
way,” nor with the Fancies or Opinions 
df Men, which commonly wait upon 
heir Intereſt, and are ſubſervient to their 
Luſts and Paſſions. 


Taz Principles of Religion, as con- 
tained in the ſacred Oracles, like God 


Himſelf, who is the Author of them, 


admit of no © Variableneſs nor Shadow 
ff turning;“ for what is once a Truth 


n Religion, always is and will be fo. 


Pl 


IT 


— 


40 A Caution eat III Company. 


57 hath 8 an n uſual e in al 
Ages, to ſet on foot and cry up thok 
Bogrines and Opinions which ſuit mo 
with Men's corrupt Appetites and Inci. 
nations, with their ſecular Intereſt and Hut 
Advantage; and on the other Hand ig¹ 
to bring thoſe into Contempt and Re. Hur 
proach with the People, which at n 
Time run croſs and counter to their De. 0} 
ſigns, whereof the preſent Age is a de. 
3 Inſtance, in reſpect of those 
oole and pernictous Doctrines which are 
taken vp and pleaded for by the Liber 
tines of the Age, who-are impatient ol 
all Reſtraint, and would be under n9 
Government, but that of their ſlavil 
Luſts and domineering Paſſions. Ste 


Bur this ſhifting of Principles, andi ane 
ah turningabourwith every Wind of DecWor 
trine,“ is like to be not only a Scandal to, 
but the Ruin of all Religion; for if on 
we come to meaſure Good and Evil, o thi 
judge of Truth and Error, by Men's * tue 
vate Intereſt or enthuſiaſtic Conceits o co 
the one Hand, or by the public Affront for 
and Reproaches which are caft upon an 

them 
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em on the other, we muſt immediately 
in ali card not only revealed, but natural 
thol Religion; and reduce the Principles of 
mol Moth into ſo ſmall and narrow a Compaſs, 
nel. s it will be a hard Matter at laſt to find 
t and hut either what is Truth, or what is Re- 
and Migion. We muſt then not only part with 
Re. ur Bibles, but lay aſide our Reaſon and 
ay Underſtanding too, and ſuffer ourſelves 
Deo be put upon by every deſigning Per- 
de. on, or confident Impoſer, who hath a 
ooleMT'urn to ſerve, or a Luft to gratify. 
1 arr his, 1 ſay, would be the miſchievous 
ber. Nonſequence of judging of Truth, eſpe- 
it ofMcially t = great Truths of Religion, by 
* n9Rfthe Opinions and Prejudices of Men, 
vildMrather than by the known Rule and 
Standard of God's Word; a Rule fo 
ſtraight and perfect, as cannot warp 
andi and will not be biaſſed by any Intereit 
* or Advantage 1 in the World. 
to, 7 
ne Avant: on wha other Hand, do not 
, OF think the better of Vice for the Multi- 
Pi- tucies of thoſe that engage in it, nor 
ON conceive it one whit the more creditable 
ont for the Name or Luſtre of a great Ex- 
500 * how eminent or conſpicuous fo- 
cull ever, 
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ever. Vice is never the more to be em: 


| braced for the Number of its Flatterer, 


and Admirers, nor Virtue to be de. 
ſpiſed and had in Contempt, on the Ac. 


count of the Paucitz or Meanneſs of 


thofe that ſtand up, and appear pub- 
lickly in its Defence. For the moſt 
make the wron 8 Choice, and go the wrong 
Way; the greateſt Company, both tor 
Number and Quality, it is to be fearcd, 

will be found travelling in the“ broad 
Road” that leads to Deſtruction; while 


the ce ſtraight Path and narrow Way, 


is but little frequented, “and few there 
be that find it, ſaith our Saviour, * 
vii. 13, 14. 


2. Secondly, Conſider, tho” Religion 
and Virtue may not always meet with 
that Eſteem and Veneration which is 
due unto them, yet this 1s certain, they 
never were yet adjudged ſcandalous in 


the World, asIrreligion and Profaneneſs 


have always been; yea, thoſe very Men 
who could never be reconciled to it in 
their own Perſons, have revered and 
honoured it in the Perſons of good Men; 
and they that think otherwiſe, ha 


# 
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em· Id the Suffrages of the Generality of 
re Mankind in all Ages to refute and con- 


de- Nadict them. 

Ac. „ . | 

s off ALas! the Senſual and Vicious are 
ub · MW: competent Judges in religious Mat- 


noſt rs: * The carnal Man diſcerns not the 


ons hings of the Spirit,” ſaith the Apoſtle, 

for Necauſe “ they are ſpiritually diſcerned,” 
red, Wi not to be judged of by the Rules and 
oad Mſaxims of “ worldly Wiſdom,” ſenſual 


bile itereſt, or carnal Policy. The Minds of 
yy,” Minners are © darkened, through the 
1cre Wlindneſs that is in thern;“ the Diſorder 
ath, f their Paſſions and the Fumes of their 
uſts and Intemperance, caſt a Miſt be- 
re their Eyes and cloud their Under- 
andings, whereby they are unable ta 
iſcern the great Truths of Gop, in their 
wn proper and natural Light; in 


ion 
11th 
18 


hey Which Reſpect, their Wiſdom is by the 
in Moly Ghoſt adjudged “ Fooliſhneſs,” 1 
ls Nor. iii. 9. and their Practice Madneſs,” 
len fccig. ix. 3. 


In 


nd Now would any Man go to-a Fool” 
en; o learn what is Wiſdom, or to a Mad- 
've Nan what is ſound Judgment and Under- 
ad 


anding?“ So in this Caſe ſhall we go rad 
LI E 
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the wicked and debauched part of Man- if 
kind to learn what is Religion, or to the Ria 
worldly and ſenſual, to inſtruct us in tie 

1 hings of the Spirit, or teach us til + 


deep Things of God?” 


Meruixks it is a ſtrange and wor-. 
derful Contradiction, to hear Chriſtias; 
ſet light by Chriſtianity, and talk again? 
It at that Rate, as many do; to | hea 
them quarrel with, and reproach ti: 
Strictneis of that Religion, Which they 
themſelves do on, as to the Nature 224 
Profe ſſion of it at leaſt, and would mate 
us to believe, they hope one Day to de 
ſaved by. As if a Man was to 
thought worſe of, for being that in good 
earneit, which they themfelves pre 
tend ro be in jeſt; or that Falſhood and 
Treachery were to be adjudged n 
Crimes in Religion, which are yet un 
verſally condemned as baſe and villain 
ous in all other Inſtances thereof. This 
is a Degree of Guilt peculiar to Chriſt: 
ans. Men of no other Sect or Perſuaſ 
on, that I know of, ever ſtood publicki 
charged wich expoſing their Religio 
and rallying the Doctrines and Prin 

ciple 
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Man. iples thereof, as the Profeſſors of Chriſ- 
© the Wianity have frequently done. 
1 the - 
tief «© Harp therefore, hath been thy 
Entertainment, O bleſſed IESUs! 
© which in every Age thou haſt met 
© withal, to be thus vilified and re- 
proached, affronted and diſhonour- 
ed, not ſo much by thy avowed 
Enemies, as by thy falſe Friends, 
and treacherous Diſciples! And no 
te leſs hard hath been the Fate of thy 
22 moſt excellent Religion!“ That an 
ae laſtitution fo divine in its Principles, 
o noble in its Ends, and fo excellent 
Mi: all its Parts; a Religion that is fo 
great a Friend to the Comfort of a 
pre- Man's Life here, and his everiafting 
add Happineſs hereafter, ſhould yet be run 
_ nofflcown by every bold and thifling Wit, 
and treated after the moſt unworthy 
ain :nd difingenuous Manner, by thoſe very 
 11FPerſons, who have vowed and ſworn 
all Obedience thereunto; and to do 
it, as ſome have done, with a Spite and 
Malice infinitely beyond that of a Jew, 
ind exceeding the * of a very 
Heathen. Pp 
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A Pizct of Guilt this is, Wie 


is too big for Expreſſion, too bla 


for Excuſe, and no doubt will at |:o 


meet with a Puniſhment worthy of | 
And therefore, of ſuch Men's Com 
pany and Converſation you cannot 
too ſhy, nor toò cautious : * My Soul 


come not thou into their Secrets: unt 


their Aſſemblies be not thou united, 
Gen. xlix. 6. 


Ir is every one's Intereſt then, wh 
hath any Reverence for Religion, ar 
Regard to, or Belief of a future Stat 


to be aware of ſuch Men and the 


Communications, as they would of Poi 
ſon in their Meat and Drink ; to tak 
heed of being tainted by their ill Pri 
ciples and corrupt Practices, whereb 
they lie in wait to deceive, and endes 
vour to make others as bad as them 
ſelves, and by both to ruin and deſtro 
Souls. And for this Reaſon, we ce 
not be too earneſt and ſolicitous in pre 


fing upon you the Advice of the wil 


Man, Prov. i. 10. © My Son, if Sinne 
entice thee, conſent thou not; wal 


* 4 10 


A Caution againſt III Company. 47 


hot thou in the Way with them; refrain 
hy foot from their Path:“ for, Chap. 
4, 5, © Their End is bitter as Worm- 
1 00d, as ſharp as a two-edged Sword: 

heir Feet go down to Death, their ſteps 
ake Hold of Hell-fire.” 
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